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“For this very reason, make every effort 
to add to your faith, goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge; and to 
knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perse-
verance, godliness; and to godliness, 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 

kindness, love. For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they 
will keep you from being ineffective 
and unproductive in your knowledge 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Peter 1:5-8
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5. Ministry & Service
all Christians are called to ministry. at har-
vest we have a BiG Vision, and it takes all of 
us working together to make it happen! as 
we minister, God’s spirit is revealed through 
us. We grow as we make a difference for 
his kingdom. We build relationships with 
those we minister with and those we serve. 
as we contribute to the family of God and 
minister to those who do not know him, we 
serve Jesus. serving brings fullness and joy 
to our lives like nothing else can.

In what ways do you plan to join in min-
istry?

Now, take the two commit-
ment cards included and 
fill them out with your own 
spiritual growth plan. One 
you will bring to church on 
“Commitment Sunday,” and 
the other you will keep as a 
personal reminder of your 
spiritual growth plan for this 
year.

At Harvest our goal is to 
help people fINd ChrIst 

and grow IN hIM. 

Transformation in life happens 
through the CoMMItMENts 
we make and the hABIts we 

establish. at harvest we provide 
opportunity for commitment 
and life-changing encounters 

with God on sunday morning, in 
conferences, and other events. 
the habits we build enable us 
to live out our commitments and 

build on the changes that happen 
in our encounters with God.
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Wisdom is the ability to choose what is best.  
God wants the best for us and it comes from 
living in him. the Most iMportant thinG 
you can do at this phase of your life is to GroW 
in Christ!  in luke 10:27, Jesus said that the 
greatest commandments are to “love God with 
all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love 
your neighbor as yourself.” this only happens 
as we are transformed by a growing relation-
ship with Christ.

our purpose in life is to knoW God, living in a 
real relationship with him; to Be transformed 
into the image of Christ, becoming the people 
we were created to be; and to Do what God 
put us on earth to do, making a lasting differ-
ence with our lives. this is spiritual growth. it 
does not happen consistently unless we are in-
tentional about growth. if you plan to GroW, 
you are more likely to grow.

There are five main habits that success-
ful Christians have practiced throughout 
the centuries. We have listed and briefly 
explained these below. Most of you are 
now practicing the first one by coming 
regularly to Sunday morning worship; 
others of you are already practicing all 
five habits. As you form your plan, know 
that you do not have to fill in all five 
areas; choosing even one or two will 
help you grow. We recommend all five  
because we know that will help you 
grow the most into a well-rounded fol-
lower of Jesus.

1. Sunday Worship
When we give our lives to Jesus, we 
become part of the family of God. he 
never calls us to follow him alone. When 
people become part of harvest, we ask, 
“Will you by God’s grace follow after 
him all the days of your life as a faith-
ful member of Christ’s holy Church?” in 
hebrews 10:25, God calls us to meet to-
gether. it is in worshiping together that 
our identity as a church is formed. We 

grow through worship, fellowship, and 
hearing God’s word, and we welcome 
others to come experience him with us.

will you commit to sunday worship?

2. Personal Growth Habits
there are many things we can do 
to know God better and to grow in  
godliness. We practice a number of 
these in Discipleship and discuss them 
in the spiritual Maturity Class: Grow-
ing in Christ (sM 201). it is important to  
incorporate some things daily and other 
things occasionally. We especially rec-
ommend a daily Bible reading/study 
plan as well as a daily prayer plan. this 
is the primary way we spend time with 
God and get to know him, as well as 
having our minds renewed by the truth! 
You may also consider other activities 
such as fasting, reading Christian books, 
listening to Christian music or sermon 
CDs, a weekly hour of prayer, half-day or 
full-day retreats with God, service/out-
reach projects, and attending spiritual 
Maturity classes, Bible studies, or con-
ferences. Make it realistic! Do not plan so 
much that you will be overwhelmed. Just  
adding one new habit this year will help 
you grow.

what personal habits will you commit 
to for spiritual growth?

3. Giving
God is a giver, and we grow as we give 
(luke 6:38; ii Corinthians 9:6-8). in scrip-
ture, the word “faith” appears 442 times, 
“love” appears 697 times, but “give” ap-
pears 1,427 times! the Bible commands 
us to tithe, which means to “return a 

tenth” of all he gives us back to him. our 
goal is for all of us to grow in our giving to  
tithing and beyond. obedience and 
trusting God in giving opens many 
doors for blessing and growth (phi-
lippians 4:19). it leads to financial  
security, which only comes when we 
know we can trust God to take care of 
us. We invest temporary things into an 
eternal treasury. 

We are not asking for pledges of a 
certain amount to our budget (we do 
pledge to our building fund each year), 
but we do want you to grow in giving. 
will you commit your finances to the 
Lord?

4. Small Groups
small Group involvement is one of the 
most effective ways to grow. a primary 
part of harVest’s Vision is to be a 
church of small Groups. Jesus said we 
would be known as his disciples by the 
way we love each other (John 13:34-35). 
he calls us to encourage one another, 
pray for each other, bear one another’s 
burdens, and follow him together. to do 
this we need to know some other believ-
ers well.

study, sharing, discipleship, accountabil-
ity, ministry, and Christian relationships 
all take place in Discipleship and small 
Groups. Discipleship phases i-V focus on 
how to live as a disciple and how to make 
disciples. small Groups focus on Bible 
study, life issues, spiritual warfare, prayer, 
and various other topics relating to  
becoming more effective in your daily 
life.

what is your plan for being involved 
in small groups?


